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Activities    

   May 15  3pm IN-PERSON Meeting 
   Wildcat Bluff Park 
   May 22  Car Rally to Buchanan  

House Winery/Tipton 
June  5  Spring Picnic@ Meadowlark 
June 11-13  Bike Ride to Raccoon River  

Trail 
July 17  Takes to the River 
July 24  Wildcat Golf Outing 
July 31  Maquoketa River Float 
Aug 14  Corn Roast at Sally’s farm 
Aug 28  CMSC Free Picnic and Ski  

Jumping @ Norge Ski 
Club/IL 

Aug 29-Sep 5 Sailing Maine Trip 
Sep 18  Kickoff Meeting @   

   Wanatee Park 
Feb 5-12  Breckenridge Ski Trip 
March 5-12  Zermatt, UT 
 
* Watch the forum and email for upcoming 
impromptu meetings, biking and kayaking 
events! 
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East Iowa Ski Club 
PO Box 843  
Cedar Rapids, IA 52406-0843 

 
 

 
 

BOARD MEETINGS 
The next board meeting is May 12. 

Members and non-members are welcome. 
Time and location of the next board 

Meeting can be obtained from Ruth Van Tol 
EISC INFORMATION: 

For more information about the EISC contact: 
members@eastiowaskiclub.com 

Annual Membership fees: Single - $30; Household - $60 
MOVED/MOVING: 

Send address change to: 
East Iowa Ski Club, PO Box 843 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52406-0843 
DEADLINE: 

The deadline for the June Skiddoo is May 28. 
Contact Mary Jean Blaisdell. 

EISC Financials are available on request. 
 

WWW.EastIowaSkiClub.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 



 Board Members Phone Email address 

President Ruth Van Tol 507-273-4340 Ruth@eastiowaskiclub.com 

Vice President Kim Jacoby 641-990-7885 KimJ@eastiowaskiclub.com  

Secretary Dave Meyer 319-432-8959 Dave@eastiowaskiclub.com 

Treasurer               Janet Stimson           319-849-1526           Janet@eastiowaskiclub.com     

Trip Coordinator Steve Cummings 319-573-9086 Steve@eastiowaskiclub.com 

House and Clinics Marty Stimson 319-389-4156       Marty@eastiowaskiclub.com 

Membership Mary Day 319-270-3828 Mary@eastiowaskiclub.com 
Special Activities Keven Lubben 319-533-0822 Keven@eastiowaskiclub.com 
Communications Kim Jacoby 641-990-7885 KimJ@eastiowaskiclub.com  

Webmaster Kim Betts                            319-472-3272           Kim@eastiowaskiclub.com 
Skiddoo Editor Mary Jean Blaisdell         563-920-1821      MaryJean@eastiowaskiclub.com 

Publicity/Marketing Mary Day 319-270-3828 Mary@eastiowaskiclub.com 

 

President’s Message 
 

As long as I have been a member of the East Iowa 
Ski Club, the September meeting has been referred 
to as “The Kickoff”.  I don’t know all of the history, 
but it likely is tied to the end of summer, football 
season beginning and the ski club looking forward to 
the changing seasons and getting ready for skiing 
again. 
 
I don’t know about you, but I felt that our April 
meeting should have been called a “Kickoff”! In my 
mind I had hoped to see about 40 members. To my 
surprise and delight, over 60 showed up! I think 
everyone was ready to “kickoff” the remnants of the 
long spell of social isolating and no face-to-face 
gatherings for six months. It was certainly to our 
benefit that the weather also cooperated and 
provided some nice warm sunshine even though the breeze was a bit cool. Another 
“Kickoff” aspect was introducing the new officers on the board. We welcome Mary Day 
and say good-bye and our thanks to Mike Buckman who served since 2014. He plans 
to remain a member but has moved to MN. 
 
Since it had been such a long period of time with no meetings and activities it was also 
a great “Kickoff” to hear about the list of summer plans that the board has put together. 
You can read all about them in the specific articles. Something not done previously (or 
at least as long as I have been a member) is kayaking on the main channel of the 
Maquoketa River. This trip is a result of Cathy Dick suggesting it and volunteering to 
organize and run it. Thank you! Board members also heard from Diane R and Nancy T 
with suggestions for future adventure trips. 
 



Besides all of the summer fun, the other “Kickoff” was the announcement of the two ski 
trips for 2022. Just keep the numbers 5-12 in mind: February 5-12 for the Breckenridge 
Trip and March 5-12 to Zermatt, UT. Read the related articles and give some serious  
thought about signing up for one or both trips! They will go on sale June 5 at the Spring 
Picnic. 
 
Another thing I want to suggest is for all members to put some thought and effort in to 
inviting friends, neighbors, family members, and/or co-workers to come to an event and 
introduce them to who we are and what we do. It might be a long time member whose 
membership has lapsed and just needs an invitation to come again. The board is aware 
that there are several clubs under the Chicago Metropolitan Ski Council umbrella that 
have folded for a variety of reasons. We have been around for 42 years and don’t want 
the club to “Kickoff” in the negative sense of the word! 
 
Be Well. 

 
Ruth Van Tol 
 
Birthdays-May:   Cathy Dick (7th); Sondra Lamb (14th); Steve Cummings 
(18th); Doug Gustafson (19th); Jeff Owen (20th); Ann Robinson (26th); Bridget 
Gustafson (27th). 
   

FUTURE EVENTS 

EISC Club Meeting – May 15    
 
 
Our May meeting will be on Saturday, May 15 at 
Wildcat Bluff Recreation Area in the Bobcat Den 
Shelter. (The only one in the park.) The park is located 
off of 32nd Ave which runs between Shellsburg and 
Urbana. It’s on the north side of the Cedar River.  
There is a disc golf course that is very popular.  There 
will be a doubles tournament happening that day from 
9 AM to 6 PM so we can be spectators. There are also 
hiking trails that take you to scenic lookouts of the 
Cedar River.  
 
Come around 3 PM. We will have our meeting about 4 PM. Since this location is near 
the river bringing along some bug spray may be a good idea. Bring a snack or some 
type of dessert to share with others and your own beverages. If it a nice day and you 
wish to stay later into the evening and make a dinner, you will need to bring a grill. 
Hope to see you there. 
 
~article by Ruth Van Tol; clipart from public domain 
 
 



Buchanan House Winery – May 22   

 
Roll the tops down on the convertibles, polish up those classics, 
get those Model A’s in top running condition and come out for a car 
rally to head to Tipton to the Buchanan House Winery. This 
adventure will happen on Saturday, May 22.  
 
 The Buchanan House Winery has a 16 room historic 19th century 
mansion that was moved to the current location for the tasting 
room. The average price for a bottle of their wine is $15. Check out 
their Facebook page or this link for more information: https://www 
.buchananhousewinery.com/ 
 

Plan to meet at the Marion Walmart between 1:45 and 2:00. David Meyer will have 
the back roads mapped out for the cruise. We will first head to Christel Fowler’s home at 
1011 Ridge View Drive in Tipton. You can unload your lawn chairs and your coolers and 
check out her back patio area where we can gather after going to the winery. Those 
members who don’t want to drive their cars on the ½ mile of gravel to the winery can 
carpool with others. Christel lives just 4.5 miles from the winery. 
 
The winery will not be able to accommodate our group doing wine tasting but they will 
have an area where we can all be seated together. When the winery serves food to 
larger groups, orders need to be made well in advance with a large minimum order and 
the cost was quite steep. So don’t plan to order anything to eat at the winery.  Check out 
the winery and the gardens, have a glass or two of wine and then the party will move to 
Christel’s where you can eat what you brought along. 
 
The winery does have a female musician from the Quad Cities scheduled at 6:30 that 
evening for music so you can head back later if you want to enjoy some outdoor music. 
This should be a great time to see some local scenery, taste a local wine and socialize 
with friends you haven’t seen in a long time. 
~article by Ruth Van Tol; clipart from public domain 
 

Annual Picnic at Meadowlark - Sat June 5  
 

A full slate of summer events was announced at 
the April Noelridge Park meeting.   So let’s kick-
off those events with the annual Picnic.  We 
missed the Picnic in 2020, but Covid vaccines 
are well underway which allows more events to 
happen.    
 
Our first “big” summer event will be at 
Meadowlark Pavilion in Wanatee Park 
(formerly Squaw Creek Park), Marion on 
Saturday June 5. Games and conversation start 



at 3 pm.   We have the pavilion reserved until 10:00 p.m.   It’s a good reason to get out 
that fun car and drive to the Park.   Bring your outdoor games.    
 
EISC will provide the beverages (beer, wine, pop, water) and table settings.   Bring your 
potluck food items to share.    We will not provide a grill, but there is a grill at the pavilion 
if anyone wants to bring charcoal and cook their own food.      
 
Watch for sign-ups and make plans for the summer events – such as biking, 
golfing, kayaking and more.    And we will start selling our winter ski trips too.   A 
lot of fun things are happening for EISC.    
 
Hope to see you there. ~article by Marty Stimson; photo from 2018 EISC Spring Picnic   
 
 
Bike the Raccoon River Valley Trail – June 11-13  
 

The EISC bicycle ride on the Raccoon River Valley Trail 
the weekend of June 11th-13th  is coming up fast.  This 2 
day outing on the RRVT will be replacing the annual Cedar 
Falls area ride that Wendall and Jane Sents host.  
However, Wendall and Jane have volunteered to be the 
EISC camper trip leaders for this ride.  At the April EISC 
meeting Wendall said he has 5 electrical hook up spaces 
left in the loop of 12 campsites he reserved at the Prairie 
Flower Recreation Area, Saylorville Lake, for the evenings 
of the bike ride, June 11th and 12th. 

Wendall said these are big camp sites and there is plenty of room.   Please contact 
Wendall if you would like to go camping that weekend – Wendall’s email is 
wsents@gmail.com and his cell # is 319-231-8072.  The Saylorville campsite is about 
20 miles from the Perry trailhead and is a fun place to camp even if you don’t want to go 
on the bicycle ride.  The EISC has decided to use the Perry trailhead to start our ride.  
 
We have 1 room left of the 7 we reserved at the historic Hotel Pattee, which is across 
the street from the trail head.  We know some members went onto the hotel’s website 
and reserved one of the cool, themed rooms.  https://www.hotelpattee.com.  The 
historic property has 40 individually decorated and themed guest rooms, a bowling 
center, a full service dining room and lounge, and its own dedicated library.  The Hotel 
offers complimentary secure bicycle storage. They have a bike repair station, a tire 
pump in front of the hotel and some basic bike tools to fix a flat.  Please contact Steve 
Cummings (srcquality@msn.com or cell - 319-573-9086) if you are interested in that last 
room the club has on hold.  Or some members made their own reservations at a Super 
8 motel in town that has a more budget friendly rate.  
   
The RRVT is a flat looping trail that travels through miles of scenic Iowa farmland and 
towns west and north of the Des Moines area.  The entire trail consists of 89 miles and 
the loop is around 60 miles.  However, we suspect most members will ride between the 
towns of Waukee and Perry, the 2 main trailheads and a popular stretch of the trail.  
You can ride as far as you want and return to the starting point.  As on all EISC bicycle 



rides, everyone rides at their own speed & can ride as much as you want.  The trail 
keeps the railroad theme with the signs and old depots turned into trailheads in many of 
the towns.  
  
On that Friday afternoon of June 11th a number of members plan to ride the High Trestle 
Bridge Trail on their way in.  Starting at the Woodward trailhead - it is only a few miles 
from the Perry.  A short ride to the bridge or into Madrid or Sheldahl, where there are 
some fun places to stop and rest sounds like a fine idea to me.  The website for the 
RRVT trail is https://raccoonrivervalleytrail.org/ and one of the better High Trestle Bridge 
trail websites is https://www.traveliowa.com/trails/high-trestle-trail/28/.  We hope 
everyone who wants to can join us on this bicycle / camping trip - the EISC Raccoon 
River Valley Trail Ride weekend.  And Wendall really hopes there are 5 more people 
who would like a campsite in the loop he reserved at the Saylorville Reservoir.  ~article 
by Steve Cummings; clipart from public domain. 
 
Takes to the River – July 17 –  
We are looking forward to having everyone join us 
this year for a gathering at our place Saturday July 
17th.  Anyone interested in kayaking should plan to 
join us on the farm between 1 and 1:30 to shuttle to 
our starting point in Cascade.  It’s a 2-3 hour float 
that will end at the farm  
 
Saturday  evening about 5:30-6:00 we plan on 
grilling some of our home raised Angus burgers, 
along w/ french fries and Jim's famous homemade 
onion rings! 
  
 We invite all of you to join us!  Bring a dish to share and your own beverages and 
eating utensils! After supper we'll get a bonfire going and share some stories! 
  
It will be a good time, so if you don't have anything on your calendar that weekend, 
come on up and explore our neck of the woods!  
  
Hope to see all of you on the 17th of July. If you don’t wish to kayak,  you can show up 
anytime of the day, we're always here.    
~article by Kathy Takes; photo from EISC 2019 TTTR Event 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2021 EISC Golf Outing - Saturday, July 24th  

 
The annual EISC Golf Tournament will be held 
at Wildcat Golf Course in Shellsburg on the 
morning of Saturday, July 24th.  This is a four 
person best shot with non-cash prizes.  We’ll 
have a shot gun start at 9:00am and the cost 
will be $47 for 18 holes of golf, cart and a meal 
following. (Please plan to arrive by 8:30) This 
event is open to non-ski club members so feel 
free to invite friends and family!!     
 
Please, each person register for this event 

online, including non-members. You can register multiple people at a time.  You/they 
may send a check to the PO Box by selecting "Pay Later" and save the club the fees, or 
you may pay with a credit card at the end of the registration. (People not belonging to 
the ski club may also pay online, but they will be charged a $2 convenience fee.) Send 
checks to PO Box #843 Cedar Rapids,  IA  52406-0843 The deadline for registering 
and paying for the event is Friday, July 9th so make sure your check is sent 
in.   You can organize your own teams, or sign up as an individual and we’ll pair you up 
with others.   
 
So come on out and join in the fun exploring the mysteries of golf!!  And 
remember….."Golf balls are like eggs. They're white. They're sold by the dozen and you 
need to buy fresh ones each week." 
 
If there are any questions, feel free to contact us!   Hope to see you at Wildcat!! 
 
Kathy Healy     Nancy Thorkildson   Sarah Wittnebel  
319-560-7930 319-521-4080      319-294-1527 
~article by Kathy Healey; photo from 2018 EISC golf event 
 
Maquoketa River Float – July 31 
 
 
On July 31, we will float the Maquoketa River. The float 
will start at Monticello Canoe Rental’s office, just below 
the Mon-Maq Dam in Monticello, and will end at 
Pictured Rocks Park.  They offer rentals for canoes, 
kayaks, and Inner Tubes.  The float is approximately 8 
miles and usually takes between 3-5 hours to paddle 
by canoe or kayak and 5-6 hours to float on inner 
tubes (I recommend we NOT use tubes).  These times 
will vary depending on the water levels and number of 
stops we make during the float.  Tubes take a lot 
longer.  



•17 ft metal canoe rental is $40 
•10 ft kayak rental is $25 (regular or sit on top) you must specify at time of reservation 

which type you want 
•Cooler tube rentals are $15 – to put your beverage cooler on  
If you want to use your own kayak or canoe, call MCR at 319-465-3697 to find out how 
that works. I think they will shuttle you for a fee.  They used to do this, not sure if they still 
do.   

 
All military members (past & present) will receive a discounted rate with proof of military ID. 
All rentals are paid in full in advance. 319-465-3697.  You can cancel 48 hours before your 
scheduled float (July 31) for a full refund. After this, no refunds.  Check their website for 
FULL DETAILS:  https://www.monticellocanoerental.com/ 
 
If you want to go on this trip, you need to call Monticello Canoe Rental 319-465-3697 
and reserve/pay for your canoe/kayak on your credit card.  Tell them you are with the EISC 
group and will be taking the shuttle ride at 10 am.  There is no limit on how many of us can 
sign up, just keep in mind, MCR has a limit on how many people can go out, so the longer 
you wait to reserve, the less likely you are to get a canoe/kayak.  Then email me (Cathy) 
at dickster41@gmail.com and let me know you are going so I know who to wait for at 
the shuttle lot. We will need to arrive at their rural shuttle lot first, at 12521 – 190th St., 
Monticello, IA 52310 (out a bit past Camp Courageous) and we will all need to be there by 
10 am.  We leave our cars in a big, grassy lot, then they bus us with all of our stuff to the 
starting point, where we finalize our reservation, sign a waiver, etc.  Then we grab our 
canoes/kayaks on the beach and set off for the float.  
 
I have done this float several times over the years, 
and I like to bring a small cooler with drinks and a 
sandwich, and I also bring a dry bag to put 
snacks, cell phone, car keys, etc. in.  Most of the 
sit-on-top kayaks look similar to this photo.  
 
There is usually at least one bungee cord to put a 
very small cooler under, or a dry bag, or whatever. 
I don’t remember if the sit-in kayaks have any type 
of bungee cord.  You can always call MCR and 
ask them.  319-465-3697.  
~article by Cathy Dick; photos from public domain 
 

  



“Sailing Maine on the Angelique” - Aug 29-Sep 5, 2021  
 

Imagine flying along the water under full 
sail, just the wind in the sails and the 
slapping of waves on the ship.  That’s what 
27 of your fellow members will be 
experiencing as we sail around the islands 
off the shores of Maine on the tall ship 
‘Angelique’.  The trip will be Sunday, 
August 29 through Sunday, September 5, 
2021.  

 
The vacation begins with a night dockside in picturesque Camden Harbor, allowing you to 
explore the shops and restaurants all within walking distance from our dock, and to  
 
 
purchase any last-minute toiletries or beverages. The next morning, a hearty breakfast is 
served on board and Angelique leaves her berth in Camden’s inner harbor with the first 
tide. She sails for 5 nights/days on the Windjammer with the last day in the tall ship 
regatta of the Camden Windjammer Festival.  
 
Family-style breakfast and dinner meals are plentiful and tasty with locally produced 
meats, vegetables, and seafood.  Served on deck, buffet lunches, grilled chicken and 
sausages, creamy fish chowder and hot biscuits, hearty salads, cheeses, smoked 
salmon, fresh fruit, and fresh-baked desserts.  One of the highlights is the all you can eat 
lobster bake.  Captain Dennis’ anchors off his prime beach spot on a picturesque island 
and all are taken to the shore for the feast.. 
 
Sailing area is between Boothbay Harbor to Bar Harbor area with thousands of islands 
and many protected bays in between.  Sailing takes you through stunning coast lines with 
literally thousands of islands and calm water bays between, there is always something 
interesting to see without rough open seas. The tranquil waters and abundant sea life 
also on occasion a porpoise or a seal plays tag with Angelique. Osprey and bald eagles 
soar overhead. 
 
Check out the ship on their website at  https://www.sailangelique.com/welcome-aboard/ . 
We are full with two people on the waiting list. 
 
Brian Keller     319-213-0309 Tammy Keller   319-651-6514 
~article by Brian Keller;  photo courtesy of Sail Windjammer 
 
 
 
 



 
Breckenridge, CO - Feb 5-12, 2022   
The EISC is excited to announce we are returning to Breckenridge for the first West trip of 
the 2021-22 season.  We know this is a popular destination for the club and have room 
for 32 members (8 2BR/2Bath suites) staying at the Beaver Run resort – ski in/ski out on 
Peak 9.  Some of you may remember staying there in 2013, when Dale and Rhonda 
Bohrer ran a very enjoyable trip.  The world has changed since our last trip to Breck and 
this trip will have to be set up differently.  In 2013 the EISC was able to handle all aspects 
of the trip (lodging, transportation, lifts); this year will require more member input.  This 
season, the Epic Pass options offer the most economical solutions for skiers and we are 
finding most members prefer to drive rather than fly to Colorado.  More information on 
those aspects later.  
     
With more than 2,908 
acres of skiing and riding 
terrain for all levels, 
world-renowned terrain 
parks, and a state-of-the-
art ski and snowboard 
school, it's easy to 
understand why 
Breckenridge is one of 
the most popular ski 
resorts in Colorado. 
Beginner skiers can 
comfortably learn to ski at 
the base of Peak 8 and 9, 
while intermediates have 
their pick of groomed 
runs at Breckenridge, as 
well as intermediate 
bowls from the new Peak 
6 terrain. Expert skiers 
can ski challenging lines 
off of the summit or Peak. 
The terrain options for 
every skier are limitless at 
Breckenridge. 
 
The stats (5 peaks, 187 trails, 2,908 acres and the highest lift-served terrain in North 
America) are impressive and they even allow you to share your stats, as well. With 
EpicMix, you can track your skiing and snowboarding on all five expansive peaks—Peak 
6, 7, 8, 9 and 10—and share those memories with friends and family.  For those who 
enjoy the mountain stats – the Vertical Drop is 3,398 ft.; the Elevation (Summit) is 12,998 
ft. and Elevation (Base) is 9,600 ft.  There are 187 Trails and the longest Trail is 4 O’clock 
at 3.5 miles.  The altitude is sometimes a challenge at Breck – you want to stay hydrated 
– better to go with water than beer in this case.  Please see Wendall for more information. 

 



Beaver Run Resort is one of Breckenridge’s most popular properties. This ski-in/ski-out 
property is located on the ski run at the base of Peak 9, making it an excellent choice for 
the skier looking to get as much time on the slopes as possible. Beaver Run Resort offers 
a variety of amenities including an indoor/outdoor heated pool, a second outdoor pool, 
nine outdoor hot tubs, an exercise room, video arcade, retail stores, mini market/deli, bars 
and restaurants, ski and snowboard rental shops and complimentary in-town shuttle. 
Parking is restricted during the winter to 1 vehicle per bedroom at a $20 per day fee. 

This trip will go on sale at the Spring Picnic meeting on June 5th.  We have to wait to 
announce the price - it will be very reasonable as the EISC has to ask our members to do 
more of the functions we were able to provide in the past.  Vail Resorts/Epic Pass has 
priced lift tickets extremely high in order to push the Epic pass sales.  They have made 
any one of several options (Epic Day; Local; Summit passes) a much better option than 
lift tickets.  However, our members have to order the Epic passes online.  The EISC 
recommends using the SKI.com link https://epicikon.events.ski.com/  to buy your pass as 
SKI.com offers a credit of $30 on all Epic (except the Epic Day) Passes, when used on 
one of the EISC trips.  Please see the Epic Pass (selling at 20% less than last year) 
options & costs in the Ski Pass article in this newsletter.  

 
On the transportation side – we realize most of our members have been driving on the 
closer Colorado ski trips.  We tried to get pricing on flights and shuttles to the mountain 
for 6 members and found SKI.com only uses major airline carriers and this is a short flight 
to Denver.  Cedar Rapids (CID) has Frontier and Allegiant Air that offer lower fares than 
the major carriers on flights to and from Denver.  We found that our members who prefer 
to fly are better off booking their own flights to Denver.  Arranging an Epic Mountain 
Shuttle to the resort is pretty easy for around $56 per person each way.  Getting someone 
to pick you up is cheaper, but not as convenient.  Carpooling on these trips requires some 
planning, but works pretty well and is really kind of fun.  So the EISC is offering a land 
package only and recommends skiers get an Epic pass over lift tickets (Epic Day passes 
replace lift tickets).  More information is coming on what is sure to be another great EISC 
ski trip. 
 
Breckenridge Trip Cost: $700 Land Only – 2 payments of $350 / Epic Pass or Epic 
Day Pass recommended instead of lift tickets. We plan to name the Trip Leaders soon 
and start selling the trip at the June 5th Spring Picnic. 
 
~article and photos provided by Steve Cummings; clipart from public domain 
 
 

  



 

Zermatt, UT Ski Trip - March 5-12, 2022 
 
The EISC is pleased to announce 
that the 2nd West trip of the 2021-
22 season will be to the Zermatt 
Utah Adventure Resort & Spa - 
Luxury 4 star, 4 diamond, full 
service resort in the village of 
Midway, located in the scenic 
Heber Valley.  This will be a 
special European styled ski trip for 
28 lucky EISC members.  The 
Swiss-inspired architecture 
surrounded by 10,000 foot 
mountain peaks on the back side 
of Deer Valley resort.  We will 
enjoy the indoor-outdoor pool and 
hot-tubs, wellness center, full 
service spa, fitness center, 2 
restaurants, pub, Swiss bakery 
and other great amenities.  
  
The skiing is some of the best in 
the world.  We can choose from 
Deer Valley, Park City and 1 day 
at the Sundance ski area.  The Ski 
Resort Distance from Zermatt is 
Deer Valley - 11 minutes; Park City - 20 minutes; Sundance - 25 minutes.  There is a 
complimentary shuttle service to Deer Valley, Park City, Midway and Heber  
Valley and to Sundance for groups.  
 
Lift tickets are not included, but are available for this trip.  The Epic Local Pass includes 
Park City resort, however most skiers won’t want to miss an opportunity to ski Deer Valley 
and visit the legendary Sundance village and ski resort. Only 25 minutes away, Zermatt is 
the closest resort to this hidden gem. 
 
At the Zermatt, we will be staying in the 2 BR / 2 Bath luxury villas in the middle of the 
Swiss styled village.  Max Jensen is the property sales manager and takes a great 
interest in making sure all goes well with her guests.  Max stressed Zermatt has great 
variety for skiers and non-ski adventurers as well.  Besides the skiing, we won’t want to 
miss the Geo-thermal Homestead Crater.  It is a geographical marvel – a mound of 
mineral deposits containing a once gushing hot spring.  The clear blue waters are the 
perfect place to soak and float after a ski day.  Located across the street from Zermatt - 
this is a fantastic group activity.   A 45 minute soak in these geo-thermal mineral waters 
will soak away those aches and pains.   Snow shoeing is available at Soldier Hollow 
Nordic Center, Wasatch State Park and Sundance’s Nordic Center.  Cross-Country Skiing 
Soldier Hollow, the nearby 2002 Olympic Winter facility, has 32K of trails and was chosen 
“Best Olympics Legacy Venue”.  The ability to make snow combined with immaculately 



groomed trails ensures a fun experience for first timers and a quality network of trails for 
expert skaters or classic “striders”.  Rental is available for snow shoes or XC skis at 
Wasatch State Park and Soldier’s Hollow.  There is a snow tubing track - much more 
information on the area will be coming.  
  
Nearby Midway is an historic village with a country feel.  Exploring the shops and 
restaurants will be a fun experience for our members.  The day trip to Sundance is for 
everyone.  Sundance has many activities from cheese and candle making, to working 
with silver, to having a beer in the Owl Bar where part of “Butch Cassidy and the 
Sundance Kid” was shot.  And it is an opportunity to ski the remote resort.  “Sundance is 
an arts community, a recreational community, a community of people who appreciate the 
beauty of nature and feel the responsibility to preserve it.” - Robert Redford – former 
Owner & Founder.  This is sure to be a great EISC adventure trip.  
 
The Zermatt trip is priced at $920 Land Only (2 payments of $460) / $1368 land/Air 
(3 payments of $456) – American – CID to PHX to SLC round trip. We plan to name 
Trip Leaders shortly and begin selling the trip at the Spring Picnic, June 5th. 

~article and photos provided by Steve Cummings 

 
May SKI.com Epic and Ikon pass deals   
 
EISC Members, SKI.com is offering a deal on Epic and Ikon passes.  However, if you are 
planning to go on the EISC ski trips, the Epic pass may have the best options.  We 
announced the 2 West trips for 2022.  Feb 5-12 the EISC will be in Breckenridge, CO.  
The Epic Local, Epic Summit or Epic Day passes will work at Breckenridge.  Mar 5-12 the 
EISC will be at Zermatt, Utah – a Swiss village in the Heber Valley.  There are free daily 
shuttles to Deer Valley, Sundance and Park City.  The Epic Local or Epic Day passes will 
work at Park City.  Deer Valley is an Ikon pass resort and Sundance is independent.  The 
Epic Full, Local or Summit base passes are on sale 20% lower than last season.  If these 
passes are purchased using the SKI.com link and used on an EISC trip, there will be an 
additional $30 credit from SKI.com.      
 
The cost of the EPIC Local Pass is $583.  It is 
unlimited skiing at 26 destinations including 
Breckenridge, Keystone & Crested Butte / Holiday 
blackout day skiing at Park City, (not during the EISC 
trip), Heavenly, Northstar, Kirkwood / 10 days w/ 
holiday blackout date skiing at Vail, Beaver Creek, 
Whistler Blackcomb.   
 
The cost of the Summit Value pass is $471.  It is 
unlimited skiing at Keystone and holiday blackout date 
skiing at Breckenridge only.  The Epic Day passes 
offers restricted and unrestricted access to most Epic 
resorts – the restricted access would not affect the 
EISC trips.  The cost of the restricted Epic Day pass is 
Epic 1-Day Restricted Pass Adult: $87 / Epic 2-Day 
Restricted Pass Adult: $171 / Epic 3-Day Restricted 
Pass Adult: $249 / Epic 4-Day Restricted Pass Adult: 
$323 / Epic 5-Day Restricted Pass Adult: $392  



        
Please read the pass details and all restrictions carefully before purchasing any type of 
pass.  The SKI.com link makes it pretty easy to buy any of the Epic passes.  It is much 
less than daily lift tickets and a better deal for our members for this year.  Please see your 
Trip Leader if you need any assistance.   https://epicikon.events.ski.com/ 
 
For cost comparison – the group lift ticket prices at Breckenridge are priced very high.  
Epic is incentivizing people to buy the Epic passes.  Group lift ticket prices are below:   
4 day $556 
5 day $660  
6 day $750 
No senior lift tickets at Breckenridge. Plus 4% lift ticket tax. 
 
The restricted Epic Day passes are best if you are not buying the Epic Local or Summit 
passes.  If you are planning on going on both trips or doing any additional skiing the Epic 
Local pass may make the most sense.       
~article by Steve Cummings; photo from public domain 
     
 

YOU MIGHT HAVE MISSED IT… 
 
April 17 Meeting at Noelridge Park 
 

 
 
 
~photos provided by Kim Betts 


